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M E R I N O  W O O L

O v e r v i e w
A  G R E A T  F I B E R  W I T H  A  G R E A T  S T O R Y  

Mer ino  wool  i s  a  natura l  f iber
produced by  Mer ino  sheep ;  i t ’ s
th inner  and so f ter  than
regular  wool ,  and o f fe rs  many
benef i t s  thanks  to  i t s
outs tanding character i s t ics .
Regenerat i ve  and Wi ld l i fe
Fr iendly® cer t i f ied  producers
o f  Mer ino  are  based in
contrast ing  and spectacular
landscapes  throughout
Patagonia ,  Argent ina .
Accompanied by  Wi ld l i fe
Conservat ion  Soc iety  (WCS) ,
they  make s ign i f icant  e f fo r t s
to  br ing  the  power  o f
regenerat i ve  graz ing  and 
 Wi ld l i fe  F r iendly  pract ices  to
enable  c l imate  res i l ience  and
co-ex i s tence  between wi ld l i fe
and sheep wool  product ion  in
the  reg ion .

T H I S  B R O C H U R E
H I G H L I G H T S  T H E
Q U A L I T I E S  O F
R E G E N E R A T I V E  A N D
W I L D L I F E  F R I E N D L Y
C E R T I F I E D  M E R I N O
W O O L ,  T H E  E F F O R T S
P R O D U C E R S  M A K E  T O
D E L I V E R  T H I S  F I B E R ,  A N D
S O M E  O F  T H E
L A N D S C A P E S  A N D
W I L D L I F E  B E N E F I T E D  B Y
T H E  M E A S U R E S  A D O P T E D
I N  I T S  P R O D U C T I O N .  
W E  I N V I T E  Y O U  T O
B E C O M E  P A R T  O F  T H I S
S U S T A I N A B L E  A N D
Q U A L I T Y - E N H A N C E D
M E R I N O  S U P P L Y  C H A I N
M O D E L .
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M E R I N O  W O O L

M E R I N O  W O O L
O U T S T A N D I N G  F I B E R

M E R I N O  W O O L  I S  V E R Y
P O P U L A R  F O R  I T S  W A R M T H ,
L I G H T W E I G H T  A N D  S O F T N E S S .

M I C R O N S
Its very thin diameter ranges from
17 to 24 microns.

U S E S
From high art couture pieces to
rugged outdoor garments, Merino
wool adapts to several uses.

S E A S O N S
Shearing: October/November 
Stockpiling: November 
Available from November 



T H E  P E O P L E
P A T A G O N I A N  P R O D U C E R S

M E R I N O  W O O L

WFEN cert i f ied producers  of  Mer ino in  Patagonia  make big
efforts  to  keep the sheep farming business  and tradit ions
al ive  in  the area ,  reconvert ing their  pract ices  towards
susta inable  and regenerat ive  l ivestock farming.  They
manage the i r  land to  a l low hea l thy  populat ions  o f  guanacos ,
rheas ,  and maras  to  co-ex i s t  wi th  the i r  sheep .  A l so ,  they  use
non- letha l  methods  -  such as  l i ves tock  guard ing  dogs  and
deter rent  l ights -  to  contro l  predat ion  by  pumas ,  foxes ,  and
other  wi ld  carn ivores ,  and manage graz ing  to  favor
regenerat ion  o f  g rass lands  and so i l s ,  he lp ing  to  mit igate  the
impacts  o f  c l imate  change .  
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4.Coy In let  Ranch,  Santa  
Cruz
This  52  000-ha .  ranch has  
begun a  process  o f  adaptat ion  
to  face  c l imate  change and 
deser t i f i cat ion .  A  h i s tory  o f  
a lmost  150  years  ra i s ing  sheep 
in  the  area  has  g iven  i t s  
owners  va luable  exper ience  to  
p lan  product ion  management  
changes  and cont inue  
produc ing  one  o f  the  best  
wools  in  the  wor ld .

3 .Morro  Chico and El  Zurdo 
Ranches ,  Santa  Cruz
These  ranches ,  encompass ing  
27  000 ha . ,  have  modern ized 
and adapted both  the i r  
product ion  s t ructure  and 
phi losophy .  The  owners  have  
in i t ia ted  an  intense  process  to  
modi fy  management  o f  the  
es tabl i shments  towards  a  
Regenerat i ve  and Wi ld l i fe  
F r iendly  scheme.

1 .Northern Patagonia ,  
Neuquén
In  Neuquén prov ince ,  more  
than 50 000 ha .  a re  protected
by  the  Regenerat i ve  and 
Wi ld l i fe  F r iendly  management  
methodolog ies  adopted by  
herders .  The  area  inc ludes  
Laguna B lanca  Nat iona l  Park ,  
a  key  s i te  fo r  a  la rge  number  
o f  b i rds ,  such as  f lamingos  
and b lack-necked swans ,  and 
the  c r i t ica l l y  endangered and 
endemic  Patagonian  f rog .  The  
area  i s  a l so  home to  the  
Andean condor ,  Andean cat ,  
and more  common spec ies  
such as  puma and red  fox ,  
among others .

2 .World  Her i tage S i te  
Península  Valdés ,  Chubut
Cert i f ied  ranches  at  the  area  
tota l  33  000 ha .  o f  land under  
a  Regenerat i ve  and Wi ld l i fe  
F r iendly  management  scheme 
and produce  around 50 tons  
per  year  o f  f ine  Mer ino  wool  in  
harmony  wi th  populat ions  o f  
guanacos ,  rheas ,  and maras .  As  
the  propert ies  compr i se  over  
70  km of  coast l ine ,  the  group 
s tewards  some of  the  most  
important  sea  l ion  and 
e lephant  sea l  co lon ies  in  the  
area ,  as  wel l  as  mar ine  and 
migratory  b i rds  and the  
presence  o f  hundreds  o f  
southern  r ight  whales .

P a t a g o n i a n  
l a n d s c a p e s
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The 270 ,000-square-mi le  Patagonian  Steppe i s  the  las t
s t ronghold  o f  the  guanaco ,  inc luding  the  wor ld ’ s  la rgest
migratory  populat ion  o f  the  spec ies ,  and i s  home to  the
southernmost  populat ion  o f  the  endangered Andean cat ,
Darwin ’ s  rhea ,  Andean condor ,  many  endemic  spec ies  o f
p lants  and l i zards ,  tens  o f  thousands  o f  swans  and f lamingos ,
and nat ive  predators  l ike  pumas  and foxes .  A l though
seemingly  wi ld  and t imeless ,  human act i v i t ies  have  great ly
a l te red the  b iod ivers i ty  o f  Argent ina ’ s  s teppes .  The Cert i f ied
Regenerat ive  and Wi ld l i fe  Fr iendly  Mer ino Wool
product ion is  centred on both regenerat ive  graz ing and on
the coexistence between sheep ranching and healthy
wi ld l i fe  populat ions .  

M E R I N O  W O O L

2 0 2 2

R e g e n e r a t i o n  a n d
c o e x i s t e n c e  w i t h  w i l d l i f e

https://youtu.be/11qHamptOBM


M E R I N O  W O O L
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a l l i e s  f o r  r e g e n e r a t i o n
a n d  c o e x i s t e n c e
B E  P A R T  O F  A  U N I Q U E  M E R I N O  S U P P L Y  C H A I N



CONTACT US:  

EZEQUIEL INFANTINO -  WCS ARGENTINA
EINFANTINO@WCS.ORG

ANDRÉS NOVARO -  WCS ARGENTINA
ANOVARO@WCS.ORG

CHRISTINE L IPPAI  -  WFEN
CHRIST INE@WILDLIFEFRIENDLY .ORG

L e t ´ s  c o n t i n u e
t h i s  s t o r y !


