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O v e r v i e w
T H I S  F I B E R  I S  S U P E R - F I N E . . . A N D  W I L D !

The guanaco (L a m a  g u a n i c o e )  i s
the  dominant  wi ld  herb ivore  in
southern  South  Amer ica .  More
than 90% of  i t s  populat ion  i s
found in  the  Argent inean
Patagonia ,  H i s tor ica l l y ,  i t s  main
threats  have  been poaching  and
the  h igh  dens i ty  o f  l i ves tock
that  exc luded them f rom many
areas  due  to  compet i t ion  for
food and space .  For  a lmost  2
decades ,  Wi ld l i fe  Conservat ion
Soc iety  (WCS) ,  in  co l laborat ion
with  the  Nat iona l  Sc ient i f ic  and
Technica l  Research  Counc i l  o f
Argent ina  (CONICET) ,  have
undertaken research  on
bio log ica l  and economic  aspects
o f  l i ve -shear ing  o f  guanacos ,
he lp ing  to  deve lop
methodolog ies  that  ensure  the
adequate  an imal  wel fa re  o f  the
sheared ind iv idua ls  and
susta inabi l i t y  o f  shear ing .  

T H I S  B R O C H U R E  G I V E S
A N  O V E R V I E W  O F  T H E
Q U A L I T I E S  O F  L I V E -
S H E A R E D  G U A N A C O
F I B E R  A N D  E X P L A I N S
W H Y  I T S  U S E  H A S
H I G H  P O T E N T I A L  T O
C O N T R I B U T E  T O
C O N S E R V A T I O N  O F
G U A N A C O S  A N D
R E G E N E R A T I O N  O F
P A T A G O N I A N
G R A S S L A N D S .
W E  I N V I T E  Y O U  T O
B E C O M E  P A R T  O F  T H I S
S U S T A I N A B L E  A N D
S U P E R B  Q U A L I T Y
G U A N A C O  F I B E R
S U P P L Y  C H A I N  M O D E L .

G U A N A C O  F I B E R
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g u a n a c o  
f i b e r

CHARACTERIZED BY ITS
SILKINESS,  L IGHT WEIGHT
AND EXCELLENT INSULATING
PROPERTIES.  

GUANACO FIBER IS
SUITABLE FOR BOTH

ARTISANAL AND
INDUSTRIAL SPINNING,

WITH THE POSSIBILITY OF
DEVELOPING BLENDS WITH

OTHER NATURAL FIBERS.

D I A M E T E R
Varies from 14.5 to 17.8 µm, with a
coefficient of variation (CV) of 10%.
This fineness places it among the
"superfine fibers".

F I B E R  L E N G T H  
3 to 4.5 cm, with a comfort factor
up to 94,5% and a grease content
of 1.6%. 

C O L O R
Varies from reddish brown to light
brown and, to a lesser extent,
white.

S E A S O N S
Shearing: October 
Stockpiling: November 
Available from November 

L I V E - S H E A R I N G  O F
W I L D  G U A N A C O S

© María Zolezzi
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p a t a g o n i a n  p r o d u c e r s
T O W A R D S  C O E X I S T E N C E  A N D  R E G E N E R A T I O N

G U A N A C O  F I B E R

THE POSSIBILITY OF
DEVELOPING A SUSTAINABLE
USE PROGRAM FOR WILD
GUANACO PRESENTS A GREAT
OPPORTUNITY FOR THE PEOPLE
OF THE PATAGONIAN STEPPE
AND ALSO FOR CONSERVING
THIS NATIVE SPECIES AND ITS
ENVIRONMENT.  

Producers  have  seen the  guanaco
as  a  threat  fo r  many  years ,
cons ider ing  i t  to  be  in
compet i t ion  for  the  fo rage
resource .

Smal l  sca le ,  fami ly  run  l i ves tock
product ion  s i tes ,  as  wel l  as  la rge
ranches ,  coex i s t  wi th  hea l thy  or
recover ing  guanaco populat ions
throughout  Patagonia .  

The  susta inable  use  o f  the
guanaco through l i ve -shear ing
can represent  a  great  opportuni ty
to  improve  the  qua l i ty  o f  l i fe  o f
producers ,  to  ach ieve  coex i s tence
between wi ld l i fe  and l i ves tock
product ion ,  and for  the
conservat ion  and regenerat ion  o f
the  whole  Patagonian  s teppe
ecosystem. ©
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P a t a g o n i a n  
l a n d s c a p e s

1
1

4.Santa  Cruz  Province
In  an  area  o f  about  70 ,000
hectares  on  the  west  bank  o f
the  Santa  Cruz  R iver ,
producers  who seek  to  coex i s t
wi th  the  guanaco deve lop
the i r  l i ves tock  act i v i ty ,  and are
conv inced that  the  presence
of  th i s  camel id  a l so  means  a
product ive  and economic
opportuni ty .

3 .  Chubut  Province
Di f fe rent  pr i vate  ranches  in
th i s  prov ince  are  committed to
deve lop ing  susta inable
l i vestock  product ion  in
harmony  wi th  the  nat ive
wi ld l i fe ,  p romot ing  the
coex i s tence  and regenerat ion
of  the  so i l  and vegetat ion .  The
susta inable  use  o f  guanaco
f iber  in  s i l ves t ry  represents  a
great  opportuni ty  fo r  the
deve lopment  o f  loca l
economies  in  th i s  a rea .

1 .Meseta  de Somuncura
Natural  Reserve ,  R ío  Negro
and Chubut
The Somuncura  P lateau i s  a
la rge  basa l t ic  p la in  located
between the  center - south  o f
the  Prov ince  o f  R ío  Negro  and
the  center -nor th  o f  the
Prov ince  o f  Chubut .  The  s tatus
of  Protected Area  i s  intended
to  conserve  par ts  o f  the
ter r i to ry  that  have  been
recognized by  the  sc ient i f ic
community ,  the  publ ic  op in ion
and the  author i t ies  as  a  h igh
patr imonia l  va lue  s i te ,  where
the  conservat ion  o f  nature  i s
the  main  ob ject i ve .  

2 .La  Payunia  Natural  Reserve ,
Mendoza
This  66 .4 10  hectare  protected
area  i s  home to  one  o f  the
largest ,  best  protected and
least  d i s turbed wi ld  guanaco
populat ions  in  Patagonia .  On
the  other  hand ,  the  ext reme
ar id i ty  and topography  o f  the
reg ion  have  l imi ted human
sett lement  and l i ves tock
ra i s ing  over  a  la rge  par t  o f  i t s
sur face .  Poss ib ly ,  th i s  low
human impact  has  a l lowed the
Payunia  guanaco populat ion  to
mainta in  seasonal  migrat ion ,  a
unique behav ior  in  nature .  
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I t  i s  es t imated that  in  the  las t  200 years  the  guanaco
populat ion  has  decreased f rom more  than 30  mi l l ion
indiv idua ls  to  a  l i t t le  more  than 2  mi l l ion .  I t  i s  now be l ieved
that  90% of  i t s  o r ig ina l  populat ion  has  d i sappeared and i s
present  in  on ly  40% of  i t s  fo rmer  range .  A l though in  some
areas  o f  Patagonia  the  spec ies  i s  showing s igns  o f  recovery ,  in
many  others  there  has  been a  sharp  dec l ine ,  which  a l so
af fects  the  ent i re  ecosystem dynamics .

In  a reas  o f  Patagonia  where  l i ve -shear ing  o f  wi ld  guanacos
takes  p lace ,  s tud ies  show that  abundance o f  guanacos
remained s imi la r  a f te r  the  shear ing  event .  In  th i s  way ,  l ive-
shear ing of  wi ld  guanacos  could  work as  a  complementary
act iv i ty  to  l ivestock ranching and contr ibute  to  conserve
their  populat ions .
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G U A N A C O  F I B E R

A n c i e n t  m i g r a N T S ,
n e w  o p p o r t u n i t i e s
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UoF4yY1svEM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UoF4yY1svEM


L ive  shear ing  can promote coexistence ,  increas ing
to lerance  o f  ranchers  towards  guanacos .

I t  d ivers i f ies  and increases  susta inabi l i ty  of  local
economies  under  progress ive ly  dr ie r  and var iab le
weather  condi t ions .

Guanaco f iber  i s  a  renewable  resource ,  100%
biodegradable ,  f rom a  nat ive  and wi ld  spec ies .
 
I t s  carbon footpr int  is  very  low:  product ion  requi res
low energy  costs  and doesn´ t  requi re  foss i l  fue l s  fo r  i t s
manufacture .

Hav ing  evo lved wi th  the  env i ronment  in  which  i t  l i ves ,
th i s  wi ld  camel id  i s  better  adapted to  environmental
condit ions  than domest ic  l i ves tock .  Th i s  factor  i s  o f
utmost  importance  due to  long-term forecasts  regard ing
global  warming and landscape deser t i f i cat ion .

a l l i e s  f o r  R E G E N e r a t i o n
a n d  c o e x i s t e n c e

THERE IS  A  GREAT OPPORTUNITY  FOR THE GUANACO IN THE
LUXURY F IBER MARKET .  ITS  SUSTAINABLE USE CAN RESULT  IN
A GREATER PROTECTION OF THE SPECIES  AS  WELL  AS
CONSERVATION OF THE PATAGONIAN STEPPE .

G U A N A C O  F I B E R
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L e t ´ s  c o n t i n u e
t h i s  s t o r y !
CONTACT US:  

EZEQUIEL INFANTINO -  WCS ARGENTINA
EINFANTINO@WCS.ORG

MARÍA JOSÉ BOLGERI  -  WCS ARGENTINA
MBOLGERI@WCS.ORG

CHRISTINE L IPPAI  -  WFEN
CHRIST INE@WILDLIFEFRIENDLY .ORG


